A TRUE FRIEND
First I would just like to say how fantastic turnout is today; I am not surprised though as it shows just how popular Ian was in all walks of life

It is hard to try and sum up Ian in just a few minutes and do justice to his memory, but I wanted to share with you some of my thoughts and memories.
Ian was a true friend:
He was there when you needed him offering support and guidance but never interfering or imposing
He could always be counted on

Ian was a great Leader and Motivator: 

Ian did not understand the word defeat; he always found the “upside” in every situation and “can do” is very much the way Ian approached everything in life
When William had his skiing accident,  Ian was the calming influence for everyone around him, never feeling sorry or seeking support from others, but giving it willingly. Ian found a positive way to look forward

Ian gave you encouragement and made you believe you could do things you would perhaps not normally attempt; I remember the Skiing holidays when he persuaded us to attempt runs beyond our ability and then coaxed us all the way down
Ian was excellent company and good fun:

He was always a pleasure to be with socially 

He was a great host and also an excellent cook

We enjoyed the dinners with Ian, and the “Hello Harry” games

We enjoyed the holidays together and have many fond memories:
· Sherpa Moyes leading the treck up the hills and mountains in Germany, with the rest of us trying to keep up!
· Ian in his Rasta Hat and dreadlocks, and the water fights with the kids in the pool in Antigua

· Skiing in America
· Our Golf weekends in Dublin, Edinburgh, Portugal; Ian even managed to coach me onto the leaderboard for the final day in Edinburgh, which for those that have seen me play golf will know is some achievement!!
· Our wonderful Xmas Skiing break in Austria
· Our summer holiday in Barbados last year

I remember Ian singing and I use that word loosely!

Ian was a Gentleman:

He was always polite, and always made everyone welcome without exception

He listened and was genuinely interested in you and what you had to say

The old lady with the bags. 
Ian was a devoted family man:

He adored his lovely wife Sharon and their wonderful children Laura and Wills.

He enjoyed spending quality time with them doing the simple things in life – walking the dog, watching a film in front of the fire.

Ian was a Winner:

He was always competitive

He did not understand the word defeat

I loved being on the same team as him in any game as you were almost guaranteed to win, especially with Golf!

Some would say he was not a great Golfer, but his trophy cabinet and wardrobe full of clothes prizes is at least a testament to his determination!

Ian lived life to the full:

He travelled a lot both for business and pleasure

He did everything at full steam

He was always on the go

He crammed more into his 48 years than many do in a much longer lifetime

Ian was a successful businessman:
Ian gave 110% in every job he did, and succeeded in every one of his assignments 

As many of you will know, he was recently promoted to President of Siemens Mobile Phones; a deserving achievement for his commitment and contribution.
Ian’s boss from Siemens, Rudi Lamprecht will talk more about this perspective in a few minutes
And despite his success, Ian never changed and was the same lovely person I knew over 40 years ago
I console myself in believing Ian has gone on to bigger and better things
The Weather? Looks like he is getting into his new job already!
To quote some to the comments made about Ian:

“Such a nice guy”
“A proper bloke”

“Smashing fella”

“Such a Lovely man”

As Marco said “The greatest”
As we all used to say “The perfect man”

I can honestly say in all the years I have known Ian, I have never heard anyone say a bad word about him; a tribute to a wonderful man. I am truly honoured to have known Ian and been friends for so many years. HE WAS A TRUE FRIEND 
